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by a revolutionary on 15 October 1840, and Palmerston was as
vindictive as ever:

" Tell the King," wrote Palmerston, " that if France throws
the gauntlet, we shall not refuse to pick it up, and that if she
begins a war, she will to a certainty lose her ships, colonies and
commerce, and that Mohammed AH will just be chucked into
the Nile."1 Thiers had therefore to resign and Guizot, a
moderate statesman, came to power with Mar^chal Soult as
head of the Government. The retirement of Thiers was a
pledge to the world that France was not going to make war in
defence of Mohammed Ali.

Meanwhile the English admiral, Commodore Napier,
anchoring before Alexandria with six ships, undertook, on his
responsibility, the task of opening direct communications with
the Viceroy. With admirable insight, the commodore saw the
difficulty of driving Ibrahim from Syria and the injustice of
coercing Mohammed Ali in favour of the Turk.

Napier was a Radical who had been in communication with
the anti-war party in the Cabinet. He knew of Palmerston's
note to Ponsonby about the reinstatement of Mohammed Ali
in Egypt with hereditary rights, and taking that as his text, he
sent to Mohammed Ali for an interview. It was granted, and
a convention dated 28 November 1840, between himself and
Boghos Bey, Mohammed Ali's Minister, was agreed upon by
both sides; By it Mohammed Ali promised to give up the
Turkish fleet and to order Ibrahim to retreat from Syria; in
return for which Napier pledged his word that the Powers
would guarantee the hereditary possession of Egypt to
Mohammed Ali, the non-bombardment of any port of Egypt,
and the security of communications between Egypt and Syria.
In his letter to Palmerston dated November so, Napier said
" I have done what I think will meet the requirements of the
government, I know the responsibility I incur. But an officer
ought not to be afraid of acting without instructions, when it
is for the advantage of his country."2

Unfortunately this convention was annulled and protested
against by the Commander-in-Chief, the Ambassador and the
Porte. But the all-powerful Palmerston approved of it. Even
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